
Monthly Meetings - October  
 
 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC) 

October 3, 2007 
Hampton Inn 

2200 Hampton Place 
Okemos, Michigan 48864 

10:00 am — 3:00 pm 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Delegates Present:  Beverly Baroni-Yeglic, Michael Beach, Cindy Bush,  
Thomas Caldwell, Julie Daggett-Lawrence, Jonelle Gillette, Darlene Heard-
Thomas,  Doris Higgs, Robert Hove, Jill Jacobs, Teri Johnson, Maggie Kolk, 
Christopher Korbel, Kathleen Kosobud, Sheri Kraft, Shari Krishnan,  
Tom Langdon, Diane Lanham, Sharon Melko, David Overly, Richard Spring, 
Debbie Squires, Susan Steinbacher, Chuck Stockwell, Michael Yocum 
 
Alternates Present:  Barbara Stork, Michelle Driscoll 
 
MDE Staff Present:   John Cloft, Karen Filliez, Meredith Hines, Teresita Long,  
Ann Omans, Jacquelyn Thompson, Pat West, Joanne Winkelman, Shirley Young 
 
Ex-Officio Present:  Louis Adams, Mark Larson 
 
Guests Present:  Beth Alberti, Hetty Colver, Glynn Helfer, Lori Irish,  
Kelly Orjinski, Anne Marie Timph 
 
SEAC Consultant:  Sandi Laham   

 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 

   II. Roll Call – Roll Call was taken. 

  III. Introduction of Guests – Guests were introduced. 

  IV.  Approval of Proposed October Agenda – The agenda was approved 
  as amended with the addition of Member Comments and   
  Announcements. 

V. Approval of June 28, 2007 Minutes  - The Minutes were approved.                      

VI. Public Comment – There was no public comment. 
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VII. Chairperson's Report  

• Members were reminded to turn in their biography sheets 
next month. The photographer will be here in November. 

• SEAC members are requested to use microphones during the 
meetings and identify self and organization when speaking. 

• Beverly Baroni-Yeglic reported on the August 14 SEAC 
presentation on SEAC Public Comment on Proposed 
Administrative Rules to the Michigan State Board of 
Education (SBE).  To review SEAC Public Comment: 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Item_C_204529_7.pdf

• SEAC New Member Orientation and Planning Retreat 
(September 16-17) review.  Evaluation summary attached. 

• Change in meeting format and subcommittee work.  
1. SEAC will not have three committee groups on a 

standing basis this year. 
2. SEAC will break into three groups on topics before the 

membership that day. 
• Reminders: 

1. Reserve the time between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m for 
the SEAC meetings.   

2. Read information packets ahead of each meeting. 

VIII. Member Comment/Announcements: 

• Kathleen Kosobud (Learning Disabilities Association of 
Michigan) announced the "On the Road to Success" 
Conference sponsored by the Learning Disabilities 
Association of Michigan, October 23-27, at the Kellogg 
Center, Michigan State University.  She also offered special 
education fellowship brochures from MSU sent by Susan 
Peters (At-Large member, Michigan State University). 

• Christopher Korbel (Michigan Education Association) 
announced the Michigan Education Association Instruction 
and Professional Development Conference, “You Have to 
Reach Them to Teach Them: Expanding the Boundaries of 
Learning,” November 29 - December 1 at the Hyatt Regency, 
Dearborn. 

• Chuck Stockwell (Michigan Association of Public School 
Academies) announced the conference “Habits of the Mind,” 
at Genoa Woods Conference Center, Brighton, November 19-
20. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Item_C_204529_7.pdf
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IX. State Department Reports 

• Jacquelyn Thompson reminded members that SEAC is  
  mandated in legislation with specific advisory function to the 
  State Board of Education and the State Education Agency  
  (SEA). The SEA (in the Executive branch of the government) 
  implements the law.  The SEA challenge is to implement the 
  reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Education Act  
  (IDEA).  SEAC provides input on mandated activities and  
  state policy.  

• SEAC advises the SEA on the State Performance Plan (SPP:  
  20 compliance and performance indicators) by helping to set 
  targets on performance indicators.    

• This fall, SEAC will review student performance relative to 
  employment and postsecondary training and independence.  
  (Indicator #14) 

• SEAC learning opportunities tied to IDEA: 
1. Graduation targets 
2. Determinations 
3. Complaint Procedures 
4. Extended School Year (ESY) Standards   

• Verification visit from the federal Office of Special Education 
  Programs (OSEP) November 13-16.  SEAC participation  
  requested at stakeholder conference call with OSEP on  
  October 9, 2007.  

 X.   Reports from Ex-Officio Members—The SEAC has a number of ex-             
 officio members who are invited to report on matters in their 
 respective areas which impacts special education. 

• Mark Larson (Wayne State University, coordinates Early  
  Childhood Education and Autism Spectrum Disorder Program 
  and is liaison between Institutions of Higher Education [IHE] 
  and the SEAC.  

(a) Teacher preparation programs are on the radar of the 
  State  Board; colleges of education are being  
  evaluated on the pass rate of students.   

(b) Alternative Models of Teacher Preparation 
(c) Wayne State was awarded a grant to identify special 

  education teachers in southeast Michigan, provide in-
  service in math and science. 

XI.  Ad Hoc Committee Reports  

• Bob Hove:   No report at this time.   
• Request for Volunteers to Serve on Ad-Hoc Bylaw Review 

Committee – The SEAC Bylaws and Procedures, Section VII. 
Amendment of Bylaws (page 16) states that the Executive 
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Committee will ensure that an annual review of the SEAC bylaws 
is conducted and calls for the Vice-Chair of SEAC to chair that 
committee.  Four to six SEAC members are sought to serve on 
this committee to review the Bylaws and make 
recommendations as necessary.  Target date for receipt of 
committee report and recommendations is February 2008. 

1) Sheri Kraft 
2) Jonelle Gillette 
3) Tom Langdon 

XII.  Subcommittee Reports  

• No subcommittee reports this month. 

 XIII.  Information Items1  

• Standards for Extended School Year (ESY) Services  
o The proposed Standards for ESY services were 

presented by Dr. Joanne Winkelman in preparation for 
discussion and comment at the November SEAC 
meeting. 

o Michigan is setting standards to align with Federal 
regulations.   

o Standards and supporting guidance document to 
support it consider ESY for all students.   

o IEP teams must address the following concerns for 
ESY:   

1. Regression/Recoupment 
2. Nature and/or severity of disability  
3. Critical stages and areas of learning.  

o Public Comment in October.  
o Group discussions to generate questions for 

clarification.  
 GROUP QUESTIONS:  

1. What are the consequences, does the state 
expect expansion? 

2. Are we contributing to a “wait to fail” model? 
3. Additional clarification on severity of 

disability, what it means to maintain skills, 
and breakthrough opportunities. 

4. Summer school vs. ESY chart. Eligibility? 
5. Based on case law, to what extent does the 

critical stages of learning coincide with 
general education curriculum? 

6. If ESY is so individualized, how will districts 
implement it? 

 
1 Items requiring action by the SEAC are presented first as Information Items and then again as Action Items 
the following month. 
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7. Definition of substantial and significant. 
8. What formula do we use, state or local 

issue? 
9. Expansion of services and early childhood? 

10. Who is going to pay for it? 
11. How would ESY be part of year around     

schools? 
12. Are there standards from the state, who 

would determine the standards? 
13. What is feasible?   

XIV.   Action Items – there are no action items this month 

 XV.   SEAC Learning:   

Determinations as amended in 2004, the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act (IDEA)Part B,  requires the Secretary of 
Education to make an annual determination as to whether each state is 
meeting the requirements of the statute. The Secretary further requires 
the States to make determinations as to whether each local educational 
agency is meeting the requirements of the statute.   

• OSE-EIS staff presented background information on 
Determinations, principles for decision making and the 
selection process for making determinations for the 800+ 
school districts in the State of Michigan. 

• Determinations Definition:  A way of annually determining 
the status of each SEA and LEA (Local Educational Agency) 
into four categories: 

 Meets the requirements and purposes of this part. 
 Needs assistance in implementing the requirements of 

this part. 
 Needs intervention in implementing the requirements 

of this part. 
 Needs substantial intervention in implementing the 

requirements of this part. 

• Michigan’s proposed framework for Determinations for       
’05 – ’06 data: Six key factors: 

1. Graduation Rate (SPP#1)  
2. Educational Setting (SPP#5) 
3. Compliance Findings (SPP#15) 
4. Timely IEPs (SPP#20) 
5. Valid, Reliable and Timely Data (SPP#20) 
6. Audit Findings 

Facilitated Dialogue on Determinations with SEAC report out on 
Determinations provided to OSE-EIS staff as part of stakeholder 
input. 
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XVI.    Future Agenda Considerations 

•    Complaint Process:  Presentation on proposed complaint 
process, requesting public comment on proposal –                                             
background information at the November 7 SEAC meeting 

 
To review 2003 Complaint Procedures: 

 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ComplaintProcedures_Feb_20
03_60568_7.pdf
 

 •    ESY:  Facilitated dialogue on ESY standards. 

       XVII. Process Check   

• Bob Hove:  SEAC feedback on process. 

  XVIII.    Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ComplaintProcedures_Feb_2003_60568_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ComplaintProcedures_Feb_2003_60568_7.pdf


 

Monthly Meetings - October  

 

                 

 
Special Education Advisory Committee 

Executive Committee 
 

October 3, 2007 
8:30 a.m. 

Hampton Inn 
2200 Hampton Place 

Okemos, Michigan 48864  
 

Minutes 
 
 

Executive Committee Present:  Beverly Baroni-Yeglic, Julie Daggett-Lawrence, 
Bob Hove, Tom Langdon, David Overly  
 
MDE Staff Present:  Karen Filliez, Meredith Hines, Ann Omans, Jacquelyn 
Thompson 
 
SEAC Consultant Present:  Sandi Laham 

 

1. Review of Today’s Agenda 

a. Invited Presentations for SEAC Learning 

• Determinations PowerPoint 

b. Chairperson’s Report  

•   Retreat Summary 

•   Expectations for SEAC Members 

c. State Department Reports  

• Updates 

• Recap of Orientation 

• Report on Public Comment - None 

d. Information Items1  

• ESY new Standards 

e. Action Items – None 
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2. Future Agenda Development  

 • Review of Projected SEAC work 2007-08 – Status on work 

  November Learning:  Post School Outcomes – Discussion 

        ESY Feedback 

                                                  Complaint Procedures Feedback 

 December – Post School Outcomes - Target Setting 

 

3. Other Issues 

• Standard Follow-Up and Pre-Meeting E-mails from MDE 

• Room Arrangement/Facility/Videoconferencing for 08-09 

 
4. Adjournment – Executive Committee debriefed following the SEAC     
 Committee of the Whole meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Mailing Date from OSE-EIS: 
October 24, 2007 Mailing Day! 
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1 Items requiring action by the SEAC are presented first as Information Items and then again as Action Items 
the following month. 
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